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Ethics and Religion
Introduction
           Morality refers to the philosophies regarding the distinction between good and bad behavior. Moral values are values and principles founded by religions. Members of religion are thus required to revere the installed moral values. Religions transmit moral values through sacred texts as well as religious authorities. Most importantly, for people to embrace morality in their actions and practices, they require obedience to God. For instance, the Ten Commandments highlight various ethical attributes that people should practice to lead a life that pleases God. Also, Abraham was an ardent believer in God’s directives since he never doubted His voice and ensured that he did as expected. The paper’s thesis is; does morality require obedience to God?
Abraham is one of the prominent figures in the bible that God promised profound blessings due to his earnest faith. Christians learn the need to show obedience to God when called upon to execute the things that God requires. However, distinctions can be identified between Abraham as disobedience and Abraham as obedience. Foremost, Abraham demonstrated obedience to God by accepting to offer his son as a burnt sacrifice (Kietzman, 2018). Even though Abraham had one son, he did not oppose God’s directive and took his son to Mt. Moriah to sacrifice. When Isaac asked, “Where is the lamb?” Abraham answered the “Lord will provide.” It was until God provided him with a lamb to sacrifice when Isaac’s life became spared. Also, Abraham’s disobedience is recognized when he deceived King Abimelech that Sarah was his sister and not his wife. This portrayed that it was easy for Abraham to resort to the sinful habits of deceiving others instead of trusting God to ensure that his family kept together (Montemaggi, 2017). Hence he devised a plan to deceive the King that Sarah was his sister. Nonetheless, God loathes the idea of deceiving other people to attain a suitable outcome. Therefore, everyone should consider believing that He will show up and help them overcome their predicaments. Even though Abraham sinned by cheating king Abimelech that Sarah was his sister, he remains one of the most illustrious figures that ever graced the world. Besides, Abraham’s obedience to God was exemplified when he picked up his belongings, gathered his family and friends, and went off to an unknown location as said by God. Once more, Abraham’s faith in the things God wanted him to undertake was shown in this episode. Many times, people find it hard listening to God’s wants in their lives. However, Abraham’s life story is a true reminder that obedience to God is vital since it engenders more blessings.
           Abraham as a man of morality, is a better role model for us today. Moral values are fundamental attributes that every person should embody in their life. Typically, values form the core foundation of the ability of an individual to make an informed judgment between right and wrong behaviors (Birnbaum, & Dillon, 2020). For instance, everyone should instinctively know that murdering another person is wrong and rather embrace peaceful coexistence by resolving conflicts amicably. We as humans should brainstorm our thoughts before we undertake a behavior that will harm other people. We ought to practice various values such as love, kindness, integrity, compassion, and many more. Also, we should reconsider specific actions that our master would like to see us perform. For example, it is wrong to perform activities that attain the interests of a master while those of other people become infringed. In every action, we have to ensure that our behaviors are based on sound ethical principles that engender happiness to everyone in society.
We should emulate the virtue of disobedience based on morality, similar to Martin Luther, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr, Malcolm X, and Nelson Mandela. These individuals played crucial roles in ensuring that racial discrimination was abolished in society. They utilized various ways to ensure that their voices were heard by then-governments marred with institutional racism. For example, Martin Luther King Jr. encouraged civil disobedience by channeling civil rights movements in the US to alleviate racial discrimination of the minority groups, particularly the African Americans (Tsoukas, 2018). In this regard, King fought for equality and fairness between differences without considering their color, national origin, or ethnicity. Similarly, Nelson Mandela organized peaceful protests in South Africa when blacks faced racial segregation. He never backed even when threatened by the Dutch colonialists. He remained firm by embracing civil disobedience against the segregationists until racism was abolished and gained independence. The moral of the struggles of the iconic figures is that it is justified to embrace disobedience to achieve a morally sound outcome.
Conclusion
Morality requires obedience to God since moral commands are rules and regulations that seek to promote acceptable behaviors in humankind. Abraham demonstrated strong faith in God by accepting to offer his son, Isaac, as a burnt sacrifice to God. His strong faith in God made him be referred to as the father of Israel. Virtue ethics is a fundamental attribute that everyone has to acknowledge to embrace moral values in their actions and behavior
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